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RAISING AWARENESS
*INFANT, FROM 18 The Healthy Start Coali- A November report
thnaﬂﬁami-‘l')ndl and the found more than 40 percent
have the higaest black mor- Healthy Infants, Healthy of fetal and infant deaths in
m&:: hen thict Mothers Coalition  of the county were prevent-
to Dr. Emile Commedore, a- Broward County have able. “Reduction of prevent-
physician and director of started talks with local able deaths due to infection,
the Florida Health Depart- healthcare providers, child- SIDS (sudden infant death
ment's-office of minority care advocates and syndrome), maternal medi-
"-‘ﬂ that provide services to cal .accidents and
B k. o s pregnant women and homicide would have the
factors that contribtite t infants to find out how.to largest impact on overall
slack infant mortality, e improve services. : perinatal mortality,” the
#ant to develop community Those talks soon will report states.
irategies to deal with this," reach the' ground level, . Advocates point to likely
“ommedore tald, Fermin said. ) culprits such as lack of pre-
“We're raising the con- natal care, diet and A

sciousness level,” Fermin

obesity.
“People are not getting -

the
afant-death, rate  will sald. “We need peaple at the regular medical care, not
oquies cultural street level to become con- getting proper nutrition. If
:*Mwmm scious of this." mmhovml;ht.

1o say some fetsi oo “;'.i : ﬂ_ v with, that will ifxpact the baby,”
-dhh:&d.gmo‘h?hi- E“m,, Mothers, Healthy said Ellen 't: e!l:ll:.
e cihaisgduncc, o Babies in Broward: “Some spokeswoman with Healthy

people just don't know this Mothers, Healthy Babies.
“We u;::o -~ is - ‘But there may be other
takes to save our bables, all factors indirectly related to
of gur bables,” said PREYENTABLE DEATHS healthcare. Among them,
Fermin, chied executive The infant rate said Tamara Taitt of Miami;
cer of the Healthy Start is the number of babies who Dade's Healthy, Start Coali-
Coalition of Miami-Dade. die before their first birth- tion; are lack of family sup-
field m‘z 3 day for every 1,000 live port, poor wo condi-
new. , sdvocates births. tions, low pay lack of
n!.mmdu.qi Data from the Flonua. time off work for medical
ples are.not only & prob- Department of Hedlth
3‘3{:’ ufmm shows that the number of “Even -if you have .a
of the eatire commeity's black babies dying before nearby clinic, but it takes
priorities — getting services turning s year old increased. Eon;.homuuiofymdly
to struggling at the from 10.7 deaths per 1,000; to be seen for a 10-minute
front end saves taxpayer live births in 2001 to 11.5 appointment, you're not
-;;:a.u.m. deaths in 2006. In Broward, ' likely to go,” Taitt said.
Jem We may not be liMl' the. number of deaths rose.
problem, but m’.mnﬂhmm
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